
	  

	  

November 29, 2013 
Dancing With Coyotes 

Chris Berg’s POV show on Valley News Tuesday night, did an interview with Tex “Red 
Tipped Arrow” Hall from Three Affiliated and Molly McDonald, sister to Chairman Russ 
McDonald of Spirit Lake Nation.  Chris, as always, did his homework and had some 
history to draw on to ask pertinent questions for discussion.  

Mainly, the overall question was, if I may paraphrase here: “How did the once greatest 
nation that thrived for thousands of years, become so ‘dependent’ and what can be done 
to change that?” 

That’s a big bite of question for such a brief interview segment and I thought both guests 
did a very good job of it, as far as it went.  

Tex Hall is rightfully thrilled that the Oil Boom has created so many good paying jobs and 
says that is what is getting them on their feet now.  I’d like to look further into his claim 
about thousands of businesses springing up on his reservation as a result of that oil 
boom, but I’m sure there are plenty.  

Tex spoke in a condensed history format (as one needs to do in small time frames) about 
how the reservation and residential school policies did great harm to the people, and how 
treaties were not honored.  

Today we see a suicide rate on the rez that is more than 10x greater than in other parts 
of society. We see massive addiction, violence and the elephant in the room that no one 
talked about: Corruption.  

Tex is right that this oil boom is of great economic benefit to his tribes right now.  But, in 
my opinion, the oil boom is not the answer to the addictions, suicides and violence. 

Oil Booms go bust, over and over again. Right now, China is the main customer for our 
oil. And this fracked oil is dirty, sour oil.  China is experiencing the worst air pollution in 
their history.  They are also the most innovated and industrious nation on the planet and 
they are already moving towards greater efficiency and more alternative sources of 
energy, way ahead of the USA and the Western world.  

There will come a time when China no longer needs nor wants our oil. Then what? Other 
countries are also converting to alternative sources: Wind, Solar, geothermal, etc., and if 
we are smart, we will also convert to renewable, cleaner sources.  

So, when this oil Boom goes Bust, then what? It will be like the Buffalo disappearing 
again, only the land that is left will be worthless, the water will not be fit to drink and no 
rivers will have fish in them.  Then what? What will be left?  

We need long term vision for recovery, and it has to be diversified, not entirely dependent 
on a single industry.  Further, all this prosperity does nothing to heal the community if 
corruption is not dealt with.  
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You can have corruption in poverty. You can have corruption with enterprise. Nothing 
changes for the people if they don’t have a legal system they can count on and one that 
is answerable to them.  

Right now, the Tribal government and tribal legal systems are a joke. The State and 
Federal governments not only do not investigate corruption, they attack anyone that 
brings it to their attention. They enable more and more corruption by protecting the 
predators, pouring more money, millions and millions of dollars, into the already corrupt 
hands of those who should long ago have been arrested.  

Autonomy is not the answer because there is no oversight in place to give people 
recourse if their government is corrupt.  

What is needed more than enterprise in Indian Country right now, is Justice.  Hold 
criminals accountable. Hold corrupt police accountable. Hold incompetent, corrupt judges 
and leaders accountable.  Most of all, hold rapists and child rapists accountable on a 
criminal level.  

You can bring all the prosperity and enterprise you want to the tribes, but if those who 
rape the babies are allowed to strut around and gloat, with no fear of being arrested or 
serving time, you continue to break people before they even have a chance at life.  

If you bring in more economic wealth, and leave it in the control of those who have been 
stealing from both the government and from the people in their tribe, you only give more 
power and more influence and more wealth to the corrupt, and that does nothing to help 
the people heal from addictions and violence.  

As long as there is no justice, the corrupt will rule by violence.  As long as violence is the 
only thing that matters or has an effect, then violence is all there will be to resolve every 
issue from a broken heart to a rape, from a burglary to an embezzlement.  People will 
only have violence as leverage and it will become more and more violent.  

Violence can go against victims and oppressors. Violence can and does most often, go 
against ‘self’. People get angry and have no way to resolve it. They become alcoholics, 
addicts and abusers themselves.  Many, far too many, suicide.  

Until we start having meaningful conversations about the violence and the corruption, we 
are just dancing with coyotes that promise us everything, but instead, take everything 
from us, and then blame us for what we have lost.  

We cannot keep insisting that reparations to Native Americans be called “Hand Outs” as 
that is demeaning and it implies ‘laziness’.  If someone steals from you your house, your 
lands, your cattle and then ‘hands you a tiny check every month’ that is only a fraction of 
what you need to live and survive, would you call that a ‘hand out’?  

There is an ever-growing debt to Native Americans that can never be paid in full.  When 
the question is put to the viewers of whether or not government should keep paying 
Native Americans, the question itself is wrong.  
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First of all, you can pay for 100 generations so little each time that the damage only 
grows.  Second of all, and this may be more important, you have to look at the root of the 
debt owed to Native Americans:  

Their lands were stolen and treaties were broken, payments were as promised.  The 
lands that were stolen from them were gifted to corporations upon which a few well-
connected families built their fortunes through the corporations they formed.  

Those corporations thrive to this day, in obscene profits made from these lands. Further, 
the Oil Companies for instance, have obscene profits every quarter and bilk each of us at 
the pumps, and for our heating oil, all the while lobbying against alternative energy start 
up companies that would in fact, wean us off the product sell at 10x the price so they 
suck our wallets dry.  On top of that, our government hands them more than $8 BILLION 
in ‘grant’ money, that never has to be paid back.   

We who want our roads fixed, or better schools, or decent healthcare, or better funding to 
get those in poverty OUT of poverty, have to fight a self-righteous congress to get even a 
fraction of that.  The same congress that just cut off millions of people, many of them 
disabled vets, from Food Stamps, gives themselves raises, and hands out billions of 
dollars to corporations that don’t need them, except to fatten up their already bloated 
profits.  

Why don’t we ask those corporations to start paying back for the lands and the resources 
from those lands that were stolen from Native Americans? We never do! 

We always see the question presented as “You taxpayers want to keep giving ‘handouts’ 
to Native Americans?” Of course the majority say NO! They had nothing to do with the 
lands being stolen and they have never profited from it and they are already up against 
the wall financially because of the sky high fuel costs and our sky high taxes which go 
into the pockets of the wealthiest corporations with little or nothing in return to us, among 
other things.  Like Tex, I have to talk in condensed meter here because each statement 
comes with a history that would hit everyone like a punch to the gut.  

The question is always presented as if there is no other party liable or owing.  We see it 
as ‘them against us’ kind of a battle and we duke it out. Meanwhile, those corporations 
who were gifted the stolen lands to begin with and whose fortunes were founded in that 
theft, are never asked to pay back a dime, and we even give them bigger and bigger tax 
breaks.  To this day, they steal from ‘them’ and ‘us’.  

Giving them bigger tax breaks means we, you and I, have to make up the difference. We 
have to carry the load so the rich don’t have to.  And then we are asked if WE want to 
pay more to Native Americans? And we see the term “Government Handouts” used only 
with them and with the poor, but never ever used for the wealthy who get the lion share 
of ‘Government Handouts’?  

It’s time we realize who we all are and that we are all in this together. We have a big 
problem to solve and we have to come together and look at where the real liabilities do 
lie and what we can do about it.  
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We have to come together and demand Justice in every community if we want to see 
crime rates go down. I’m not talking the Political buzz word of “Law and Order” which is 
crap and crap flakes term for busting the little guy with a joint and giving him ten years 
while the JP Morgans ruin the economic structure and get $4 Trillion dollars tax free to fix 
it, which they then use to buy up even more banks and own even more of the economy, 
while illegally throwing people out of their homes, even homes never mortgaged through 
them, homes never in arrears on their payments… Real Justice would see those 
criminals in prison, not the guy with a joint or the medical marijuana user in a wheelchair.  

Real Justice for us won’t come until we demand and secure real justice in Indian 
Country.  We can start in Spirit Lake. We know who the rapists are. We know who the 
violent are. We know who the drug dealers are. Some of them are on Tribal Council! 

If there is no Justice in Indian Country, there is no Justice anywhere and we cannot 
expect it if we are not willing to step up and demand it where we see it is needed for 
others.  

Justice is not something some get and some don’t. It has to be something we all get or 
no one can expect it.  

We can’t turn away and say: “Not our problem, that’s them over there.” Because Justice 
is the life blood of any prosperous nation. Justice is the key to less violence and more 
healing. Justice is how we recover from addictions. Justice heals a nation and a healthy 
nation will prosper in any circumstance because we work together to make sure 
everyone is treated fairly.  

If we stand by and allow injustice, child rape, violence, corruption to run one reservation, 
it runs all reservations. If it runs all reservations, someone is making a huge profit from it 
and those “someones” are the ones making our laws, policies and contracts.  And you 
expect a fair deal? Or have you given up on that but you don’t know why? 

We have this imbalance, this discomfort, this ‘disease’ of injustice and it’s time we 
diagnosed it and treated it, with RESPECT for one another.  Together we can see the 
real face of the problems and work together to resolve them instead of see-sawing back 
& forth amongst ourselves, pointing the finger of blame while the real culprits watch in 
amusement, as they get richer and more powerful. 

Anything else is just dancing with coyotes, howling, making noise, changing nothing 
except finding ourselves worse off and wondering how it happened. 

You know where to find me. 

~Cat 

 


